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Our  Department  of  Agriculture  correspondent  writes  this  week  from 
what  she  calls  "the  Great  Tent  City"  —  otherwise  known  as  Washington,  D.C. 

She  reports:     "A  sturdy  youthful  army,  J>0  thousand  strong,  has  been 
advancing  on  the  Nation's  capitol  since  the  middle  of  June  and  has  taken 
possession  of  some  5  thousand  khaki  army  tents,  pitched  far  and  wide  on  the 
Mall  —  around  the  Washington  Monument  and  the  Lincoln  Memorial  near  the 
Tidal  Basin,  and  also  along  the  Mount  Vernon  Highway  on  the  Virginia  banks 
of  the  Potomac  River. 


"But  the  army  using  these  tents  is  entirely  concerned  with  peaceful 
affairs.     It  represents  2  different  organizations  of  American  youth,  both 
dedicated  to  good  citizenship. —  the  k-R  Clubs  and  the  Boy  Scouts.  The 
sight  of  this  great  gathering  of  young  Americans  would,  I  am  sure,  delight 
George  Washington  himself  if  he  could  return  to  the  city  he  founded  and 
see  it. 


"The  first  young  people  to  arrive  were  some  I65  boys  and  girls  in 
their  teens  —  members  of  H-H  Clubs  from  k2  States.     They  and  some  SO  men 
and  women  club  leaders  settled  in  a  group  of  tents  just  east  of  the  Tidal 
Basin.     This  was  the  11th  Annual  k-R  Club  Camp. 

"Every  American  nowadays  who  lives  on  a  farm  or  knows  anything  about 
rural  life  has  heard  of  the  k-R  Club.     The  organization  has  nearly  a  million 
members  and  all  are  boys  and  girls  interested  in  farming  or  homemaking. 
Most  of  them  now  live  on  farms,  and  expect  to  make  careers  of  farming  or 
homemaking.     By  joining  this  club  they  have  a  chance  to  try  out  for  them- 
selves the  latest  methods  of  agriculture  or  homemaking       in  a  word,  to  fit 
themselves  for  their  future  work  while  they  are  young.     Each  year  they 
choose  special  projects  to  work  on.     The  boys  may  select  poultry  or  live- 
stock breeding  or  some  special  crop  which  they  are  interested  in  raising. 
The  girls  may  choose  canning,  gardening,   clothing,  home  furnishing,  school 
lunch  work  and  so  on  for  their  projects.     Every  State  in  the  Union  has  its 
H-H  Clubs  —  groups  numbering  from  5  to  20  in  the  different  farming  commun- 
ities.    The  young  members  elect  their  own  officers,  run  their  own  meetings, 
carry  on  their  own  business  with  county  extension  agents  or  local  leaders 
as  advisors.     They  choose  their  own  projects,  keep  records  of  results  and 
report  them,  and  once  a  year  make  a  public  exhibit  of  their  work.     The  Club 
not  only  is  a  training  ground  for  agriculture  and  homemaking  but  also  for 
leadership. 
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"Then,  once  a  year,  comes  the  camp  in  Washington,  sponsored  "by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture.    Each  State  leader  chooses  2  luckjr  "boys  and 
2  lucky  girls  to  go  as  delegates.     They  are  chosen  on  the  basis  of  out- 
standing achievements  in  ability  and  leadership  and  their  Club  records. 
This  year  they  spent  their  precious  seven  days  in  Washington  discussing 
the  problems  of  rural  youth  with  their  contemporaries;  visiting  places 
of  historic  interest  around  Washington;  touring  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture buildings  and  the  Experimental  Farm  at  Beltsville  to  learn  about 
the  agricultural  work  their  Government  is  carrying  on;  and  most  important 
of  all  perhaps,  getting  acquainted  with  each  other. 

"To  this  year's  camp  came  representatives  from  several  far-West 
States.    Montana  sent  delegates  for  the  first  time.    Boys  and  girls  also 
came  from  Washington  State,  from  Colorado  and  New  Mexico. 

"Agricultural  educators  expect  that  the  delegates  to  this  national 
4-H  camp  will  "be  among  the  leaders  of  rural  life  in  the  future  and  that 
this  week  in  Washington  may  have  its  influence  on  America's  farm  people 
fifteen  or  twenty  years  hence. 

"Just  as  the  H-H  Camp  was  breaking  up,  the  Boy  Scouts  began  to  arrive 
for  their  first  National  Jamboree  and  by  this  time  they  have  practically 
taken  over  the  town.     Thirty  thousand  Scouts  are  here  from  every  State 
as  well  as  several  hundred  from  2h  foreign  countries.     The  first  to  arrive 
were  a  group  of  Dutch  boys  who  marched  up  to  Scout  Headquarters  in  wooden 
shoes  3  weeks  ahead  of  the  scheduled  opening  of  the  camp. 

"Like  the  U-H  Club  Camp,  this  tremendous  scout  meeting  —  the  largest 
on  record,  is  an  educational  gathering.     Every  day  scouts  in  groups  demon- 
strate their  various  skills,  set  up  exhibits  of  their  work,  take  part  in 
games  and  pageants,   join  in  excursions,  hikes,  and  sight-seeing  trips. 

"The  scout  committee  in  charge  of  the  Jamboree  gave  an  excellent 
demonstration  of  the  Scout  motto:     'Be  prepared.'     Early  in  June  they  began 
putting  up  tents,  laying  down  S  miles  of  waterline  to  pipe  city  water  into 
the  camp,  building  showers,   constructing  carefully  screened  kitchen-tents 
with  refrigerators,  and  making  every  possible  arrangement  for  the  safety, 
health  and  comfort  of  the  young  citizens  who  would  be  camping  there. 

"The  scout  city  now  occupies  more  than  350  acres  and  is  divided  into 
21  sections  of  32  troups  —  or  9^0  boys.     Each  section  has  its  own  post- 
office  tent,  exhibit  tent,  hospital,  kitchen,  and  shower  tent  as  well  as 
its  its  sleeping  tents.     You  may  be  interested  to  know,  too,  that  the  camp 
boasts  735  refrigerators  which  hold  the  200  tons  of  food  provided  for  these 
boys.    And  a  glimpse  into  those  refrigerators  shows  that  they  are  to  have 
the  best  of  food  and  plenty  of  it  —  'and  a  balanced  ration,  too,'   say  the 
leaders.  " 

That  concludes  this  week's  news  letter  from  Washington,  D.  C. ,  and 
here's  wishing  you  all  a  merry  Fourth  of  July. 
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